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HUMAN LIFE. 


CHAPTER I. 


Arainſt murmuring at the Diſpenſations 
of PROVIDENCE. 


YON of man, why vaunteſt thou 
thyſelf, and art puffed up with 
pride for thy imaginary perfections. 
Of what art thou proud ?—Of thy 
power, thy cunning, thy ſwiftneſs, or 
thy fidelity? : 
Thou art not ſo ſtrong as the bolt 
ſo ſubtle as the ſerpent, ſo ſwift as the 


Roſs e or ſo faithful as the dog. 
B Thou 


620 
Thou art ever diſcontented with thy 
condition, murmuring againſt the diſ- 
penſations of providence, and thus ac- 
cuſing the Moſt High of injuſtice. 


But beware, raſh man, or vengeance, 4 
terrible as the duſty whirlwinds of the 4 


Arabian deſerts, and ſudden as the 
lightning's flaſh, ſhall overtake thee, f 
and pour upon thy head the juſt indig- 
nation of an offended Creator. f 

It is not for thee, O man, to preſcribe 
laws for the Almighty, to penetrate 
into the ſecret councils of the God of 
heaven and earth; whoſe ways are in- 
ſcrutable, but always Juſt; whoſe diſ- 
on are intricate, but always wiſe. 

Shalt thou, a worm of the earth, 
preſume to call the Ruler of the Uni- + 
verſe to account? 1 

Shalt thou, a child of Folly, dare to 4 
queſtian, the marvellous: . of the 
Father of Wiſdom? 

The Lord is mighty, and "OY is wiſe. 
His wiſdom is over all his works; and: 
with his breath he can form ten thous, 
land worlds. 

Be not then proud; fv pride was: 
not made for man: but imitate thy Sa- 

C4 viour. 


C7 
viour.—Like him, be meek and modeſt, 
humble and ſubmiſſive; fo ſhalt thou 
have peace within thy own breaſt, and 
care and miſery ſhall not approach thy 


dwelling. 
In humility there is willen, and in 


a perfect reſignation to the divine will 


there dwelleth a contented mind; but 
in pride and arrogance folly reigneth; 
and miſery, and inquietude, and diſtruſt 
are ever the foul brood of vice. | 
Queſtion not then the wiſdom of the 

Deity; but bow thy head in ſilence, 
and 3 thoſe wonderful works and 
ſecret ways thy ſhallow underſtanding 


cannot fathom. 


B: car 
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->CHiAPTERX 17. 


Againſt HYPOCRISY, SEL F 
CONCEIT, DETRACTION, 
MENTAL AVARICE, FL AT- 
TERY, and WOMEN. 


EEM not righteous overmuch ; for 
ſo ſhalt thou be deemed an hypo- 
crite, and every one ſhall deſpiſe thee. 

Be not wiſe in thine own conceit, or 

thou ſhalt not advance thyſelf in wiſdom, 

but be looked on as a fool. | 

The fear of the Lord is the begin- 

ning of wiſdom, and the obſervance of 

his precepts is the completion of it. 

Acquire all the virtues, and excel in 
whatever is praiſe-worthy ; ſo ſhalt thou 
obtain content here, and eternal felicity 

hereafter. x 
Detract not from the worth of the 

abſent, neither ſpeak ill of any man. 

To do theſe things ſhews both a weak 

head, and a corrupt heart, 

If thou reproveſt any man, do it 
with ſincerity and plainneſs; or thy re- 
proofs will be taken for malice, and thy 
5 | admo- 
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admonitions, how juſt ſoever, will not 
be regarded. 

The hoarding up of knowledge is 
the worſt kind of avarice. If the God 
of Wiſdom has furniſhed thee with ſu- 
perior intellectual accompliſhments, ap- 


prove thyſelf a worthy member of that 


community to which thou art linked, 
by opening the mental eyes of, and 
inſtructing thoſe who need thy in- 


ſtruction. 
Flatter no man. Speak the truth 


whenever thou openeſt thy mouth. At 


times, indeed, the ſuppreſſion of truth 
may be commendable; but lying is al- 


ways deteſtable; for it ſhews the ſyco- 


phant, the ſlave, and the coward. 


Avoid women and wine: the firſt 
will bring ſorrow and compunction of 
heart; the latter, madneſs. 

Has a man injured thee? pity, or 
forgive him. Revenging of an injury 
will ſoon pierce thy own ſoul, and create 
thee new enemies. Beſides, conſider. 
that thou thyſelf haſt need of for- 
giveneſs. | 

Pray without ceaſing. For although 


thy Prayers cannot alter the ua 
BY laws 


f 1 
laws of the Deity, or reverſe the ge- 
neral ſyſtem of things; yet the God of 
Truth hath declared, that whatever 


thou aſkeſt with a ſincere heart that vs 3 
for thy good, he will beſtow upon 
thee. | 'Y 
Think of theſe things, and lay up 1 
theſe counſels in the cabinet of thy 4 


— 


heart. 
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CH A P:'T-B'R: 1. 


Aainſt DISPUTATION, AVA. 
RICE, and EXTRALVAGANCE, 


SSUME. not a big look, or an 
haughty air; neither attempt to 


paſs for what thou art not; but en- 


deavour to be what thou appeareit. 

If thou entereit into an argument 
with any man, let it be with an inten— 
tion of growing wiſer thyſelf, or to 
edify the perſon thou talkeſt to; not 
out of a pitiful ambition to diſplay thy 
abilities, or to extort the admiration of 
fools. 

Survey the ſons of men. One ſaith, 
I am exceedingly wiſe; another faith, I 
am exceedingly wealthy; and another 
boaſteth his deſcent from a long line of 
illuſtrious anceſtors. 0 

If thou art wiſe in thy own conceit, 


thou art a fool; if thou prideſt thyſelf 


in niches, conſider how fleeting they 
are; if thou buildeſt thy reputation on 


the wiſdom or virtue of the dead, the 


. pooreſt 
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pooreſt peaſant can lay a claim to ſuch 
kind of reputation with as much 
Juſtice as thou. 

The proper uſe of all things is com- 
mendable; but the abuſe and perverſion 
of the moſt excellent is highly cri- 
minal. 

Haſt thou wiſdom ? diſplay it in ad- 
viſing the illiterate, in improving the 


minds of thoſe with whom thou con- 


verſeſt, and in ſhewing by thy example, 
that the moſt wiſe are the moſt vir- 
tuous. 

Haſt thou riches? EPO them not 
as miniſters to thy wickedneſs, or as 
pimps to thy luſts; but in reheving the 
wants of the poor and needy, in en- 
couraging honeſt induſtry, and in im- 


Proving the manufactures and . com- 
merce of thy country. 


Art thou of noble birth? dignify thy 


ſtation: thy high rank cannot adorn 


thee.—Let not thy father's, and thy 


father's great grandfather's virtues find 


a tomb in thy perſon. 
Beware of avarice. It hath a ſting 


that will pierce thy foul, and corrupt 
thy very marrow, 
The 
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The covetous man is uneaſy in his 
own mind, and is hated by all the 
world. 

He refembleth the bird that hideth 
treaſure, but uſeth it not. He is like 
a ſponge that draweth moiſture, and 
his heir very frequently ſqueezeth it out. 
He ſtarveth himſelf in the midit of 
plenty. He is like the grave that is 
never ſatisfied; and when the tomb, 
long defrauded of his due, calleth for 
him aloud, and Death takes him by 
the hand to lead him thither, he caſteth 
his eyes on. his beloved treaſure, and 
fain would take it with-him. 

Beware of extravagance. Wilful waſte 
leadeth to woeful want; and ſorrow, 
and miſery, and diſtreſs, and hunger 


mall attend the man that ſquandereth 


away his wealth. He ſhall live un- 
honoured, and ſhall die unlamented. 


CHAP: 
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CHAPTER IV. 


The InconsrsTency and FOLLY of 
MAN's Convpucr, 


HE fooliſhneſs of man is ex 
tremely marvellous; is almoſt in- 
credible. 
He taketh pride in things that re- 
dound to his ſhame; and is aſhamed of 
thoſe that would redound to his honour. 
Is a man caught on his knees, ad- 
dreſſing the Supreme Creator and G- 
vernor of the World, he bluſheth like * 
a young child, and hangeth down his 
head like a coy virgin. 3 
Is a man ſeen by his fellows relieving |: 
the wants of the neceſſitous, an au- 
ward ſhame ſitteth on his face, and they , 
laugh him to ſcorn. 
Is a man ſuſpected of being pious, 
virtuous, or upright; or of acting 
agreeably to the precepts of his Saviour, | 
lo, he laboureth much, he taketh vaſt 
Pains to prove himſelf a raſcal, and a 
villain, 
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Is a man reputed modeſt and chaſte? 
he aflures his companions with great 
vehemence, he wanteth not for impu- 
dence; and he boaſteth of- having lain 
with a multitude of proſtitutes he 
never ſaw, and of having ſeduced a 
multitude of virgins he never knew. 

To ſhew he is unawed by the threats 
of his Maker, and unfettered by the 
chains of religion, he dares damnation, 
by ſwearing to infamous falſities; and 
ſoon becomes what he ſays he is. 

What a contradiction is man !/—what 
an inexplicable riddle !—what a ſtrange 


compound of inconſiſtency ! 


Man, fooliſh man, trembleth at a 
ſhadow, and fighteth with Omnipotence. 
He fearerh a worm, yet biddeth defiance 
to his Saviour. He ſcrupleth breaking 
the laws of man, but boldly violates 
the commands of God. 

He well knoweth that ſwearing is a 
vice, and that it 1s deteſted by all wiſe 
and good men, yet he is guilty of the 
practice, and will not tell a common 
ſtory, or ſpeak one ſentence, without 


confirming it with an oath, 


He 


* 


("Mm 3 

He well knoweth that thoſe who 
ſwear much, will alſo lie much; and 
that more credit is given to the man 
that ſwears not at all, than to thoſe that 


ſwear a great deal; yet, nevertheleſs, 


he uttereth the moſt horrid oaths and 
deadly imprecations on his head, and 
his hearer's ſ—], to approve himſelf a 
Man of Spirit. 


He well knoweth that 'happin-ſs is | 


the ſure reward of virtue; yet he goes 


in queſt of miſery in the gardens of 


vice, and ſhuns his phyſician for the 
__— of his aſſaſſin. | 
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CHAPTER WV 


Arainſt INTEMPERANCE, DRUNK- 
ENNESS, and ENVY. 


VOID intemperance. Flee it as 
A thy bittereſt enemy; and reflect, 
that every glaſs thou drinkeſt beyond 
what is proper or convenient for thee, 
changeth its nature; and from being 
a cordial, becometh a poiſon z; from 
being an innocent refreſhment, becom- 
eth a deſtroyer of thy health, 

Put not then a foe in thine head that 
ſhall ſteal away thy ſenſes; or thou 
ſhalt reſemble the fooliſh man, who be- 
ing in poſſeſſion of a ſtrong citadel, 
openeth its gates to let in the enemy. 

A drunken man reſembleth not a 


> beaſt, but he is worſe. A beaſt know- 


eth and obeyeth the Laws of inſtin& ; 
but a man that acteth contrary to the 
dictates of reaſon, by voluntarily de- 
priving himſelf of that which is the 
characteriſtic of his ſpecies, may be 


properly termed a rational brute. 


C Envy 


(14 ) 

E.nvy not any man. The ſceptered 
monarch, or titled perſonage, thou 
ſeeſt Rretched under the canopy of 
greatneſs, or lolling in his gilded cha- 
riot, Urawn by fiery horſes, may be 
more unhappy than thou art. 

True felicity conſiſteth not in out- 
ward ſhew. It conliſteth not in the 
pomp and ſplendor of the things of 


this world; but it conſiſteth in poſſeſs- | 


ing a conſcience void of offence, to- 
wards God and towards men ; which 
can be acquired only by doing thy duty 
to thyſelf and thy neighbour. 

Endeavour as much as thou wilt, 
thou canſt not acquire the wiſdom of 
one man, or the wealth of another: 
but thou canſt gain a much better ac- 
quiſition. Thou canſt gun integrity 
of heart. 

When thou ſeeſt a man feaſting on 
ortolans and veniſon, and drinking 
claret and burgundy; or heareſt him 
calling in a tavern for the choiceſt 
dainties of the earth, when thyſelf art 
eating thy homely meal z repine not at 
bis felicity. Couldſt thou ſee 
the 
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the heart. felt pangs he feeleth, or con- 
ceive the anguiſh of foul he endureth 
in private, inſtead of envying, thou 
wouldſt pity him; inſtead of repining 
at his fancied felicity, thou wouldſt be 


rejoiced at thy ſuperior happinels. 


Grand cloaths, ſuperb equipages, 
numerous ſervants, magnificent houles; 
are trequently the inſignia of woe, the 
marks of miſery. Under a ftar and 
garter a treacherous heart often lurks 
and beneath a thread - bare coat an 
honeſt ſoul may dare reſide. 

Be not then envious of others condi- 
tion, but be contented with thy own. 
The God of wiſdom and Juſtice has 
caſt all our lots with an __ hand, 

Are theſe things ſo? Is God, the 
e God of Juſtice and Wiſdom, if he 
„ has beltowed the luxuries and con- 
* veniences of life on the mean and 
* worthleſs, and deprived the ſons of 


«© Honeſty and Wiſdom of common 


« neceflaries ?”, 

Thou fool? wilt thou arraign the 
Almighty's wiſdom ? Wilt thou queſ- 
tion the power of the God of the 
worid ? 

8 Knoweſt 
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Knoweſt thou not, that whatever 


God does is right? That his judg- 
ments and mercies are alike founded 


in equity? That he can reward the 
mean, humble beggar here, with a 
contented ſpirit, and ſeat him in the 
inoft exalted place in the manſions of 
bliſs ? | 
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CHAPTER. VI 


The WISDOM of the ALMIGHTY 
ſhewn, and the ARROGANCE and 
PRESUMPTION of MAN. RE: 
SIGNATION t the WILL of the 
DIVINE BEING, the S UV. 

PREME WISDOM. 


4 O PE humbly then. Put thy 
: truſt in the Deity, and he will 
never forſake thee. Obey his precepts. 
and he will ſurely reward thee. 
Though vice rear aloft its head, 
and virtue is abaſhed; tho' iniquitous 
men bear ſway, and taſte of the good 
things of the earth, while real virtue 
and true merit fit ſighing in rags and 
poverty. ; yer, repine not thou, 
= _Canſt thou diſcern the ſecret ways, 
= canlſt thou unravel the marvellous pro- 


= ceedings of providence ? 


Acquieſce with, and ſubmit to, the 
diſpenſations of thy Maker. Accuſe 
him not of injuſtice, but obey his will, 
and learn that moſt difficult, though 


beſt of leſlions, to know thyſelf, to 
C 3 bear 


(38) 
bear thy lot patiently, and to wait thy 
great teacher Death, who ſhall unravel 
the myſterious things which - now thou 
comprehendeſt not, and ſhew thee, 
that all thoſe fortuitous and diſcordant 
things, as they now appear to thy men- 
tal optics, are the reſult of infinite 
power, and wiſdom, and mercy, and 
are perfectly beautiful, harmonious, 
and juſt. 

Thinkeſt thou the good ſhall always 
be unhappy? No. — Even in this 
world, conſcious virtue feels a felicity 
vice fghs for in vain.—Stretched upon 
beds of down, or trailing the robes of 
royalty, amidft the acclamations of ap- 
plauding thouſands, the ſceptered ty- 
rant ſhall be a ſtranger to the home felt 
joy that reſults from goodneſs, and 


the poor, virtuous peaſant. 

And when death draweth the veil, 
what then ſhall be the condition of the 
great wicked man, and what the condi- 
tion of the poor virtuous one? As the 
Lord liveth, the firſt ſhall be ſeverely 

puniſhed, and the latter amply re- 
warded, n 


ſhall not know the healing opiate of 


The 
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The proud, pampered, tyrannical 
lord, who in this world trod on the 
necks of the diſtreſſed virtuous ; the 
unbenevolent, the avaricious, the luſt- 
ful, and the cruel, who placed their 
ſupreme felicity in grinding the faces 
of the poor, robbing them of their little 
ſubſtance, or their chaſtity; ſhall in 
the next world be footſtools to the 

ood and the juſt in this. | 

The Lord ſeeth all the ways of man. 


He knoweth the imaginations of his 


heart, and heareth his oaths, and his 
wicked ſpeeches, long before they are 
uttered. 

And do we think his patience and 
long-ſuffering will endure for ever ? 
Can the God of the world ſee his pre- 
cepts diſregarded, and his words ſer at 
nought, without diſpleaſure ? 

Will an earthly maſter, who has ſer- 
vants he employs to perform his works, 
reward thoſe who diſpute his com- 
mands; who act not as he directeth 
them; or who are ſo idle that they ſleep 
away their time, inſtead of duly per- 
forming their buſineſs ? 7 

| How 
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33 much leſs can the creator and 
governor of the world, who hath al- 
Aotted us all our ſtations, and who 


ſeeth our moſt ſecret actions, forgive 
us for -our eee, or reward us 


for our idleneſs ? 
. If we obey not the commands of 


r maſters in this world, we ſhall be 
beaten with many ſtripes, and turned 
out of our places; and if we obey not 
the commands of our Lord and our 


Saviour, he will puniſh. us for our tranſ- 
greſſions here, and pull down venge- 
ance on our heads in the world to 


Come. 
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1 
DUTIES oz A MAN, 

2 Conſidered, both as a 
Member of the Community, 


And as an 


INDIVIDVUAY 


(23) 
CHAPTER YL 


DECENT DISCOURSE, SIN- 
CERITY, MODESTY, and 
DIFFIDENCE. | 


AKE due heed to thy ways, 
then, O man, and to the words 
of thy mouth. 

In much talking there is folly, but a 
wiſe man thinketh of his words before 
he utteteth them. 

Converſe not with any one on ob- 
ſcene or profane ſubjects; for ſo ſhalt 
thou become a laughing-ſtock to thy 
companions, when thy back is turned, 
and thoſe that ſeemed to admire thee 
ſhall ſpeak ill againſt thee. 

Sacrifice not thy friend to thy jeſt ; 
nor prefer the reputation of a wit to the 
man of fincerity. | 

If a witty alluſion, or a ſprightly 
ſentimenr, ſhould ſtrike thy imagina- 
tion, and demand an utterance from 
thy mouth; conſider well before thou 
giveſt it to the company, whether it 
will give pain to any one, Thy hu- 
manity will be more ſatisfied at the 
| ſup - 


„„ 
ſuppreſſion of thy wit, than thy repu- 
tation could be affected by the greateſt 
exertion of human genius that could 
abaſh or diſtreſs thy neighbour. 


Remember, O man, that before 


thou cloatheſt thy thoughts in the veſ- 
ture of ſpeech, they are thy own; but 
when once thou ſendeſt them in the 
world, they ceaſe to be thy property, 
and are common to all. 

Uſe no ſuperfluous words in conver- 
ſation; nor affect to be thought learn- 
ed by ſpeaking difficult words; for as 
the intent of ſpeech is to communicate 
our ideas to others, the more plain and 


effectual we do that, the more effectu- 


ally do we anſwer the end for which 
ſpeech was given us. 

Speak not againſt the religion of thy 
country; but examine freely into the 
grounds of all religions, if thy avoca- 
tions in life permit, or thy deſires lead 
thee to it; and pin thy faith on the 
ſleeve of no man, or on the opinions 
of popes, or pretended ſaints. They 
are fallible, weak, and wicked, like 


thyſelf; and, perhaps, much more * 


(25) 
If thou really thinkeſt there are more 
Gods than one, keep thy opinion to 
thyſelf, and attempt not to ſhake the 
faith of the greateſt part of mankind, 


who believe there 1s but one ſupreme 


being, the creator and prelerver of all 
things viſible and inviſible. 


„If thou belie veſt that by the prieſt's 


muttering ſome cabaliſtical words over 
bread and wine, they thereupon ſtart 


into Omnipotent fleſh and blood; that 
the living Jeſus is ſwallowed whole in | 
remembrance of the dead one; that 
the prieſt: makes his Maker, and the 
people eat him; keep thy opinion to 
thyſelf, or reſide in a country where 
the oeſophagi, or ſwallows, of mankind, 


are as great as thine. 


Deliver thy ſentiments with modeſty 
— diffidence, and they ſhall have 
oreater .force with the good and the 
wiſe, than if delivered with indecent 
warmth and poſitiveneſs. 

Detract not from the well- earned re- 
putation of the man of worth; neither 
fix the wreath of merit on the villain's 


brow. 


D .* CHER 
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CHAPTER 1. 


GENERAL BENEVOLENCE, 


CHARITY, and DISCRETION. 
ONSIDER thyſelf, O man; 


as a citizen of the world, and 
look on every one, however differing 
from thyſelf in ſentiments, in colour, 
or complexion, as thy brother, and 
5 thy neighbour. 
PDoſt thou think an immortal ſoul 
does not reſide in the man whoſe body 


is black? Or that, becauſe thou boaſt- 


eſt greater wiſdom than he, thou may- = 
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eft fell him like a beaſt, or treat him 1 


hike a dog? 

Thinkeſt thou that were he in pol. 
ſeſſion of thy ſuperior advantages, he 
would not be wiſe as thou? — In 
ſtrength he excels thee; in natural 
wiſdom he equals thee; his blood is 
red as thine; his God and Father the 
fame as thine ; his feelings the ſame as 
thine. 

Learn then, and practice humanity 
towards thy brethren, We are all 

children 


(33 3 


children of one common parent; and 


we have no right to treat any of the 


ſons of Adam as we would treat the 
beaſts of the field, * Peril and 


are no more. 


As thou oughteſt not to exerciſe 
cruelty againſt any of the rational ſpe- 
cies, ſo thou oughteſt not to exer- 
ciſe it againſt any of the animal ſpe- 
cies: for thus writeth the vwiſeſt of 
men, the greateſt of princes, ** The 
merciful man is mercitul to his beat.” 

Neither ſhouldſt thou ſuffer thy chil- 
dren, or thy ſervants, to be cruel to 
any animal. The domeſtic ones are 
entitled to our care, and our protec- 
tion, for their fidelity and courage; 
and the herd, for the nouriſhment they 
afford us. Even rapacious animals that 
aſſault, and noxious inſets that infeſt 
us, are uſeful in their kind ; and when 
it is neceſſary we ſhould kill the one, 
and .cruſh the other, we ſhould do it 
inſtantly, and not make their pains te- 


| dious. 


But as,. on the one hand. thou 
ſnouldſt avoid cruelty towards beaſts ; 
a, on the other, thou ſhouldſt trear 


D 2 them 
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"them in their kind. Thou ſhouldſt not 
fondle a monkey in thy boſom, or give 
thy dogs ſuch food as thouſands of un- 
happy wretches ſue for in vain. 

Ir chou wanteſt charity, thou wanteſt 
every thing; for it implies not ſolely 
the act of alms- giving, but the com- 
Plex idea of philanthropy, juſtice, good- 

_ nels, and univerſal benevolence. 
Has God beſtowed riches on thee in 
abundance? Give to tte poor that 


needeth. Imparrt all his good gifts, ac- 


cording to thy abilities, to the children 


of miſery and diftreſs ; ſo ſhalt thou 
have their prayers for thee here, and 
enter into the kingdom -of Heaven, 
where thou ſhalt be amply rewarded 
hereafter, 

In thy charitable benefactions, avoid 
oſtentation. Seek not the praiſe of 
men; for although the good thou do— 
eſt is not the leſs from the motive that 
it proceeded from; yet thy merit is 
greatly diminiſhed, if thou giveſt with 
a view to be ſeen of, and praiſed by 
men. | 

In thy charitable benefactiops, let 
d.ſcretion guide hee and prudence 

425 | point 
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point out proper objects; for if thou 
encourageſt a man able to labour, by 
thy gifts, to eat the bread of idleneſs, 
thou robbeſt the community. 

Think of, and practice theſe things, 
ſo ſhalt thou have a contented mind, 
and joy and happineſs ſhall enter into 


thy * 


(30) 
CHAPTER IIT. 


ene of PROMISES, good 
COMPANY, CHASTITY, and 
REFORMATION from EV IL: 


IOLATE not thy promiſes ; 


gagements thou entereſt into. 

Bur before thou makeſt a promiſe, 
weigh well and conſider in thy mind, 
whether thou canſt perform it; for if 
thou deceiyeſt thy friend or neighbour, 
le will hold thee in deriſion, and every 
one will deſpiſe thee. 

Make no profeſſions of eſteem or 
friendſhip, thou doſt not really bear a 
perſon. Look not on ſuch profeſſions 
as mere words of courſe; or thy treach- 
ery will light on thy own head, and 
\ ſhame and contempt ſhall be thy por- 

tion. 

Commune not with the ungodly ; © 

the pious and the wile ſhall hold he 
in no eſtimation ; thy health ſhall waſte 


away; * ſubſtance ſhall be morn 
e 


but punctually perform the en- 


, W % . n - FT on e 
- > AO W ; " 3 ; SJ 2 
* „ r 5 „ 13-4 eee 2 * * * 8 3 2 e Has 
7 8 e N * 77 po 47 22 *; "£2" DONE {SYS . 1 S . 8 A) 8 1 8 * 1 
LT a-, Y'Y 8 C 4 . P CFF 
2 * n n 3 5 
r 


(97 1 
ed; and thou ſhalt be univerſally 
ſcorned. 

Seduce not the daughter of thy 
friend, neither violate the wife of his 
boſom. If thou doeſt theſe things, 
thou ſhalt ſurely die. 

Does a man entertain a favourable 
opinion of thee, by admitting thee to 
his houſe, and to his ſecret councils ; 
repay not his kindneſs with black in- 
gratitude by revealing his ſecrets, or 
doing any thing that ſhall adminiſter 
pain and grief unto him, 

Think not thy wickedneſs, how chose. 
Iy practiſed ſoever, ſhall be hidden from 
him; for time, that diſcovereth all 
things, ſhall, when thou thinkeſt of it 
the leaſt, expoſe thy dark deeds, and 
bring them forth into the open day. 

Do no manner of evil; but if thon 
halt led a ſinful life, reform thee of thy 
iniquity, and pray to the God of mercy 
and goodneſs, to be merciful unto 
thee; to grant thee wiſdom to diſcern, 
and grace to execute his will; fo ſhalt 
thou obtain forgiveneſs of thy ſins, and 
ſave thy ſoul alive. For though re- 
5 is no atonement, and thou 

canſt 


13 


- 


(32) 
canſt never practiſe more than thy duty, | 
yet as God hath declared he will accept 


thy ſincere contrition, depend on his 


word. Se 1 | Los 
Though all the ſons of men act 


wickedly, yet follow not thou their ex- 
. ample. Remember, that their ſins juſ- 


tify not, nor extenuate thine. Nay, 
ſhould the potentates and lords of the 
earth deſpife the commands of the liv- 
ing God, and walk not in the ways 
of righteouſneſs, it is no excuſe for 


_.* Conſider that virtue and vice never 


| loſe their intrinſic quality, whether 


they dwell in a king or a cobler, a 


peer or à peaſant; but that no condi- 


tion, no rank in life, can ſanctify error 
or wickedneſs, or alter the eſſence of 
things. , 2 ; | 


Follow not then a multitude to do 


evil; nor imitate thy ſuperiors in things 
that redound to their ſhame ; but re- 


member, that a virtuous artiſan, or 
villager, is a much more worthy cha- 
racer than an ignoble nobleman, or a 
right honourable villain. | 
7 Eg” 5 Remem- 


( 33 ) 

Remember alſo, that the practice of 
an earl, or thane, cannot juſtify lewd- 
neſs; nor can the bed of a princeſs 
dowager wipe away the title of proſti- 
ture. | 


CHAP- 


( 34 ) 


CHAPTTES I, 


On the EDUCATION of CHIT- 
DREN. 


F thou haſt children, bring them 
up in the fear of the Lord; inſtrut 
them in the knowledge of their relative 
and ſocial duties: and in every reſpect 
approve thyſelf a good parent unto 
them ;—a parent that hath their tem- 
poral and eternal welfare thoroughly at 
heart. 
Breed them not up too tenderly ; 
but in their youthful days enure them 
to hardſhip; to endure the inclemency 
of the weather ; and to brave the 
ſcorching heats, or nipping froſts, at 
which the ſons of falſe delicacy and 
enervate effeminacy, ſo pant and ſhiver, 
that they ſeem to be even at death's 
door. 
Give them their meat in due ſeaſon ; 
but imitate not the fooliſh practice of 
the generality of fathers and mothers, 
by ſtuffing them, as it were, up to 
their chins; which is extreamly detri- 
mental to their health of body, and 
pernicious to their minds. 

Rock 


4 - 
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Rock them not too violently, or too 
frequently, in their cradles; or thou 
wilt endanger the breaking the ſmall 
veſſels of the brain, and introduce 
many diſorders they may never after 
get quit of. 

Give them not every chiing their little 
hearts are ſet upon; but teach them, 
by thy refuſing to gratify their abſurd 
Nee to be contented with thoſe 
things thou giveſt them, and to ſup- 
preſs thoſe boundleſs deſires they would 
q otherwiſe teſtify for every thing _ 

ſaw. 

4 Avoid, above all things, to inſtil 3 in 
| them a dread of imaginary beings, or 
mere non-entities; ſuch as hobgoblins, 
dæmons, ghoſts, fairies, apparitions, 
ſpectres, vampyres, bugbears, witches, 
imps, magicians, fetches, ſuccubus's, 
and genii, which fear has conceived, 
credulity brought forth, and ſuperſti- 
tion nurſed. 

Avoid allo teaching them a principle 
of revenge, by beating, or pretending 
to beat, thoſe by whom they conceive 
they have been wronged ; or ſuffering 
them to hawl about, to pinch and hurt 
the poor puppies, or Kittens, whoſe 

ll 
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ill fortune it is to be in the houſes where 
young children are. 
Inſtil not into them a notion as 
fine cloaths are in themſelves deſirable, 
and that, therefore, thoſe who are 


worſe dreſſed than they are, are meaner; 


but make them believe, that it is thy 
goodneſs that has given them ſuch, in 


hopes they will take care to behave 


better than thoſe who have them not. 
Purſue the ſame method with reſpect 
to money, and do not teach them to 
look on it as the one thing needful, or 

a thing of greater value than any other. 
Make not their learning ſeem a 
usgaty or labour, to them; but 
play them into the knowledge of their 


letters * and teach them to look on 


their being permitted to learn their 
books as a favour done them, 

Continually inform them, that learn- 
ing and knowledge only conſtitute the 
great difference between man and man; 
and that hey can never fail of bring- 


2 * 1 little book of the kind here 


alluded to, is printed for Mr. Newbery, in St. 


Paul's Church yard. 
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(370 | 
ing happineſs and fortune to the poſ- 


ſeſſors of them. 
Make them daily increaſe in virtue 


and wiſdom; and proportion the length 


of their taſks to their advancement in 


years. — The fable of Milo, who from 
carrying a calf till it grew an ox, when 
he carried it with as much eaſe as be- 
fore, is an excellent leſſon for thee, 
and ſhould ſpur thee to obſerve the 
like conduct with "_ to = ſon or 
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VV. 


The PROPER USE of RICHES. 
Azainſf UNLAWFUL SPORTS. 
CONDUCT to be obſerved in being 
ILL SPOKEN OF. EVIL | 
EXAMPLES. * | 


F the Lord hath beſtowed abun- 
dance on thee, be not a miſer; 
hoard not up thy treaſure, but conſi- 
der it lent to thee as to a ſteward, not 
to gratify thy wicked deſires, but to 
maintain thyſelf and family with, to 
relieve the poor and friendleſs, and 
wipe away the tears from the eyes of 

the atflifted, - | | 
Yet, let not thy benevolent diſpoſi- 
tion get the better of thy prudence, 
nor thy ſympathiſing ſpirit baniſh away 
thy wiſdom. Have due regard to thy 
family, and give not more than thou 
canſt well afford; nor to an improper 

object. 5 

Avoid unlawful ſports and paſtimes; 
but enjoy moderately and ſoberly ſuch 
innocent recreations as thy inclinations 
lead thee to; ſo ſhall exerciſe brace thy 
| nerves, 


( 39) | 
nerves, and throw crimſon on thy 
cheeks; and rational entertainments 
mall improve and delight thy mind. 

If thou art entreated to become bail 
for a man, weigh well whether it be 
prudent ſo to do, or thou thalt pur a 
thorn in thy fide that ſhall pierce thy 
fleſh. | 

Be - cautious then in ſuch a matter, 
but not obſtinate : be prudent, but not 
hard- hearted. Let diſcretion guide thy 

ſteps; and if wiſdom exhorts thee to 

become bail for thy friend, do it; and, 
peradventure, he may return thy kind- 
neſs; but let not artful words, or ſoft 
; perſuaſion, prevail on thee to do a 
thing againſt thy better judgment, or 
that a regard for thy own, or family's 
peace, will not juſtify thee in doing. 
Art thou ſpoken ill of by any man, 
or thy character traduced? Seek not 
to vindicate thyſelf by cafting aſper- 
ſions on thy accuſer, or by being pro- 
voked to anger; but conſider, whe- 
ther what he ſays of thee is true, or 
not. | 

If it be true, reform thy conduct, 
and rejoice that thou haſt had thy faults 

E 2 pointed 
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pointed out. If his accuſations are un- 


juſt, conſider they fall to the ground, 
like arrows ſhot againſt a well tem- 


pered breaſt- plate. And give a lie to 


his charges againſt thee by acting ſo 
uprightly as to gain the eſteem of al! 


that know thee, 
If any one commend thee, be not 
puffed up with pride; nor deem the 


voice of flattery the voice of truth. If 


what is ſaid in thy praiſe be true, con- 
tinue thy good conduct; if it be falſe, 
endeavour to acquire thoſe virtues thou 
art told thou poſſeſſeſt. 

Our friends are often more danger- 
ous thay our foes; for their examples 


corrupt us, their praiſes enervate us, 
and their perſuaſions ſeduce us. But our 


enemies, by expoſing our weakneſſes, 


and pointing out our errors, give us 


an opportunity of amending them. 

Let not the examples of thy friends 
make thee ſwerve from prudence. Re- 
prove them for their follies with an 
honeſt plainneſs; or if they are of ſu- 

erior rank to thee, and of a temper 
that will not brook reproof; conſider, 


there : are different methods: to be pur- 
ſued 


3 
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ſued with different people.—The pride 
of David, that would have taken fire at 
the plain remonſtrance of Nathan, was 
yet ſubdued by a repreſentation of his 
guilt, couched under the form of a 
fable. | | 
Be not ſo haughty as to deſpiſe a 
man in thread- bare cloaths; or ſo mean 
as to lick the ſpittle of a well-dreſſed 
ſcoundrel. 

Prefer plain - dealing to politeneſs, 
and ſincerity to complaiſance. 
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CHAPTER: VI. 


DUTIES of an ARBITRATOR. | 
ADVICE, how to be given. M AST- 
ERS and SERV ANTS DUTIES; 


R T thou requeſted to ene 
L arbitrator in any diſputes be- 
twern thy friends or acquaintances ? 
Let impartiality and candor ſway thy 
mind; baniſh prejudice; and do as 
much juſtice to thy greateſt enemy, as 
thou wouldſt to thy deareſt friend. 
Before thou giveſt thy opinion, re- 
flect on the importance of it. It may 
injure the honeſt man, and award the 
damages to the offending party. 

If thy advice is aſked, give it with 
deliberation and judgment, and let the 
manner of thy giving it be modeſt and 
friendly; for if it be given in a dicta- 
torial, arrogant manner, its force is 
greatly leſſened and thou wilt not be 
thanked for it. 

Preſume not to admoniſh any one on 

A ſubject thou art not acquainted with; 


or thou wilt, peradventure, miſlead 
thy 


( 43) 
thy friend, and draw! his eee 
upon dae. G. 1: 

In like manner, 15 thau! deus tat 
thine own judgement, and doſt deſire 
counſel of thy neighhour; apply not 
to one whom thou ko Weſt ignorant of 
the affairs thou laekeſt advice about; 
but ſpeak to a man of knowledge and 
integrity; whole piereing eye can ſee 
the caſe in its true colours, and whoſe 
boneſty of heart will induce him to 
ſpeak his real thoughts of it. 

Beware of aſking advice of a man, 
if thou intendeſt not to fallow it; for 
ſo ſhalt thou affront thy friend tied in- 
tendeth! thee good: 4 aſk advice 
of any one, if thou haſt already deter- 
mined within thy own mind: now thou 
wilt ak. 

Deſp iſe ne „Man a his Defects of 
Peatita: or mind: but thank the giver of 
all good gifts, that he has beſtowed 
greater favours on thee; : and at the 
ſame time reflect, that the greater ta- 
lents he has endued thee with, the 
more will he require of thy hands. 

Art thou a maſter? Treat thy fer. 
vants ck lenity and kindneſs ; hen. 55 
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by thy example, how they onght to 
lead an upright and virtuous life; and 
edify and inſtruct them by reading, or 
cauſing to be read, on the Lord's days, 
or at other convenient times, ſelect 

rtions of ſcripture, and making them 
join with thee in prayers and thanks- 
givings to the Moſt High. it! 

Art thou a ſervant? Endeavour to 
do thy duty in that ſtate of life unto 
which it hath pleaſed God to call thee, 
with a contented mind, without grumb- 
ling, and. without ceaſing. | 

Art thou viſited with hickneſs : ? Bear 
ir patiently. 1 
Art thou reduced from a ſtate of 
_ opulence to a ſtate of miſery ? Repine 
not at thy condition; but comfort thy- 
ſelf with thinking, that thou art much 
happier than many wretches, that toil 
in the mines; that work in the gallies; 
that ſupport a vretched exiſtence in 
Afric's burning deſarts, or Lapland's 
frozen climes; or than the great wick- 
ed man that bends almoſt beneath the 
goods: of fortune. 

Be contented then in whatever ſtate 


of life thou art placed, with a well- 
grounded 


87 
grounded hope, nay, with a moral cer- 
tainty, that the God of Juſtice and 
Truth, will reward thee, if thou doeſt 
thy duty, with a place in the manſions 
of bliſs, where there are no ſorrow, no 
lamentation, no miſery, but where un- 
fading and perfect happineſs reigneth 
tor ever and ever, 
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Leſſer Duties in Life, 


Incumbent on 


M „ 


To practiſe, not merely from po- 
ſitive SCRIPTURAL PRECEPTS, 
but from the Nature and End 
of his BEING, confidered as a 


DEPENDENT CREATURE. 


* 
* 
N 
4 
* 
* 
— 
*. 
31 
— 4 * 
„ 
1 
7 0 
— 
= 
— 2 
* * 
** 
* 1 
- 
* 5 
- 
» 
# \ 
— 
* 
? 
* * 
- . 
* c +. 


— 


(49). 


LCMAPT BK a 


PATIENCE in HEARING, and 
MILDNESS in REPROVING. 
Againſt HAUGHTINESS, IM. 
PROPER APPAREL, BUILD. 
ING on EXPECTATIONS. and 
TRUSTING ito ASSURANCES, 


E ever more forward to hear than 
to ſpeak. Thou mayeſt be in- 
{trufted. and edified by the ſpeech of 
others; but thou canſt not be inſtructed 
or edified: by ſpeeches of thy own. 
Nothing is 10 tedious as a twice- 
66 © told, fooliſh tale, vexing the dull 
&« car of a drowly man;” yet it is very 
common for people to tell their tales 
over ten times, though they receive 
every minute a ſufficient notice by the 
yawning of their auditors, how diſa- 
greeable the repetition of them are. 
Such an offence againſt good- breed - 
ing do thou avoid. * exhort, in a 
mild and gentle manner, ſuch mur= | 
derers of time and patience, to be more 
diſcreet and-mannerly for the future. 
. Avaid | 


(50) 
Avoid alſo a haughty and ſupercilious 
Air. In company, be mild and modeſt; 
brow-beat not the man who hath leſs 
wiſdom, more modeſty, or who is not 
fo well-dreſſed as thou;—enforce not 
thy arguments by noiſe, or vehemence; 
but imitate the young men of Sparta, 
who, though of high courage and great 
wiſdom, were modeſt as young vir- 
ins. 

Affect not tawdrineſs or fingularity 
in thy apparel. Think not wort 
fiſts in dreſs, or equipage, or d 
Houſes, 

Conſider, that if thou placeſt thy 
merit in thy ray ment, thy Taylor is 


the perſon honoured; for thou art only 


a diſplayer of his kill, a mere re- 


flector of his glory. 

Yet, on the other hand, avoid no- 
venlineſs. In all extremes there is 
folly. Dreſs thyſelf according to thy 


Z rank and fortune; for as thou art alink 


of the great chain, the bread of mul- 
ritudes, in ſome meaſure, depends on 


| thee. 
The trade and manufactures of thy 


| _ country depend alſo on thy living in a 


manner *-ſuitable to 985 ſtation. Thy 
houſe 
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houſe: ſhould be kept agreeable to thy 
fortune, or thy connections; neither 
too extravagant, nor too parſi monious, 
if thou wouldſt eſcape the title of a 


7 ſpe ndthrift, or a miſer. 


© Build not too much on expectations. 

Many a fooliſh man hath lived in an 
expenſive manner, in hopes his circum- 
ſtances would be bettered, and fortune 
would ſhower down her favours on him, 
and hath been greatly diſappointed to 
find he hath been only building fabrics. 
in the air. 

Truſt not to the promiſes of the 
guilty great. Their throat is an open 
ſepulchre. They ſpeak but to betray, 
and ſwear but to deceive. 

Truſt not to appearances; for lo, the 
faireſt day is often obſcured by ſtorms, 
and when the ſea appeareth the moſt 
calm, the billows beat, and the tem- 
peſts ariſe, laſning the rocks, and 
foaming at being repulſed. El 

But depend thou on thine own in- 
duſtry and wiſdom. Be frugal, and 
temperate, and juſt; ſo ſpalt hin have 


comfort at thy heart, and ſhalt not be diſ- ok 


appointed in thy reaſonable expectations. 


''F2z - Ca 
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CHAPTER H. 


CONDUCT to be obſerved in the CHOICE 
of a WIFE. GENERAL RULES 
w_— 4 TRADESMAN. 


RT thou a ſingle man, and de- 
fireſt a wiſe? Be cautious how 
thou acteſt: look before thou leapeſt; 
or, perhaps a deep pit may be before 
thee, which may ſwallow thee,up. _ 
A beautiful woman may captivate 
thy eyes, and a wealthy one thy avarice. 
Be attached to neither, if ſhe poſſeſs 
not more ſubſtantial perfections; the 
perfections of the mind. 
Beauty hath been ſaid to be a ſyren 
8 chi allures, and a being that blinds us. 
It hath been faid too, that ſeldom is 
virtue or wiſdom found with it; and 
that better is it to marry a homely wo- 
man than ſuch an one. 
True it is, that where there is much 
beauty there is much temptation; as 
Where there is much honey there are 
many flies. It is alſo true, that many 
beautiful women are ſo taken up in 
adorn- 
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adorning their perſons, and beautifying 
their beauties, if I way. ſo ſay, that 
they neglect to adorn the moſt valuable 
part of them, the moſt previews jewel 
they poſſeſs, —their minds. 

Yet if thou canſt meet with equal 

perfections in a beautiful woman, thou 
canſt meet with in a homely one, wouldſt 
thou deſpiſe her? if a pearl of great 
price be incloſed in a rich caſket, is it 
of leſs, value than a pearl of great price 
incloſedzin a plain one? nay, is not the 
caſket,ctſelf, if a very rich one, of 
much worth? and are not, therefore, 
the precious pearl, and the rich caſket, 
of more value than the precious pearl, 
and the plain caſket? _ 

| Yet, I ſay, be cautious. Take heed 
where thou fixeſt thy affection. Let 
prudence guide thy footſteps 3 nor 
haſtily unite. thyſelf in marriage to a 
woman unworthy of thy choice; for 
better, much better is it to live: a life of, 
celibacy, than to take a. harpy to thine 
arms. 

Art thou in trade? be contented. 
with moderate profit on thy. goods. 
Seek not to over- reach the-ignoraat; or 

2 by 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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by a multitude of words and falſchoods 
to impoſe on thy cuſtomers, and 
thereby induce them to give thee the 
price thou aſkeſt. 


For thy own ſake, deal in good 


"wares, or thy neighbours will not fre- 
quent thy ſhop, and thou ſhalr be de- 
prived of thy means of livelihood. 


Uſe all thy cyſtomers alike, Take 


no advantage of the ignorance of ſome, 


or the poverty of others; but do unto 


every one as, in the like circumſtances, 
thou wouldſt be done unto; and if a 
child deals with thee for the goods thou 


ſelleſt, uſe him as thou wouldſt the 
wiſeſt of thy cuſtomers; ſo ſhalt thou 
eben. thy reputation, and. be well 
oken of by men. | 
As the credit and good name of a 
Sideſtrian depend on his punctuality in 


Paying always take care to be as 


as thy word, and to diſcharge thy bills 


as they become due. 
To enable thee to do this, as well as 
to facilitate all, thy buſineſs, have eſpe- 


efal care to keep thy accompt books in 
proper order; not delaying to ſet down 


the things chou ſelleſt, or the engage · 
ments 
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ments thou entereſt into with ſundry 
people; but write them down imme- 
diately, or thou wilt, peradventure, 
forget them, and wilt loſe thereby both 
thy money and thy credit. 

Make it a conſtant maxim from which 
thou wilt never depart, not to tell lies 
in thy ſhop to puff of thy wares, like 
unto ſome of the wicked, who will not 
ſell a yard of ribband, an ounce of tea, 
or a pair of buckles, without telling 
twenty untruths.—Such practices de 
thou have in abomination, 


CHAP, 


( 50) 


EA. 


SAB BAT HDA to be kept boly. 
On LOVING ar ENEMIES, 
UNIVERSAL PHILANTHROPY. 


OST thou think, O man, the 
comwands of the Almighty are 
to be deſpiſed, or diſpenſed with? doſt 
thou think the Lord's day is not to be 
kept holy? 
| Attend conſtantly on divine ſervice, 
if thy neceſſary avocations permit thee; 
but by no means neglect offering up 
thy praiſes and thankſgivings to thy 
Maker, in the places appointed for 
worſhipping him, on the Sabbath day. 

On that day refrain from labour, and 
devote it to the Lord. Play no games; 
uſe no ſports or paſtimes; nor miſpend. 
thy time in ſleep or idleneſs. 

Feareſt thou the Lord? reverence- 
then his miniſters, and pay them that 
reſpect their ſacred functions demand, 
and gratitude for their admonitions re- 


; quires of thee, 
| | Be 
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Be not an enthuſiaſt, nor an infidel. 
Let a rational, well-grounded con- 
viction ſway thy mind, and regulate thy 
conduct; for there is no merit in an 
implicit faith—in believing thoſe things 
dur judgment does not perſuade us to, 
but the voice of others — nor is there 
any merit or wiſdom, in denying our 
aſſent to the great and glorious truths 
of the Holy Goſpel; but there is much 
folly, and much wickedneſs in it. 
Stigmatiſe no ſet of Chriſtians for 
pot being of thy perſuaſion, with reſ- 
pect to their mode of religion; but love 
all as thy brethren and thy friends. 
Religion requires this of thee, and wiſ- 
dom and charity approve it. * 
Hate not even infidels, or bla. 
phemers. Pity their blindneſs, and 
pray to the Almighty, that he will open 
their eyes, and enable them to diſcern 
his righteouſneſs and his mercy ſhewn 
to mankind, in the redemption of the 
world by our Lord ſeſus Chriſt. 
Love thine enemies; for if thou uſeſt 
thyſelf to hate them, thou'mayeſt ſoon 
come to hate thy friends. Conſider that 
no man can be entitled to thy hate; 
| but 
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but he may to thy compaſſion. Con- 
ſider alſo, that in hating ach man, thou 
puniſheſt thyſelf. 

Hath God viſited any one with af. 
flictions? think not ſuch a one is more 
wicked than thou art, nor prefume to 
account for his miſery. 

Art thou of council with the Al- 
mighty? canſt thou, with thy ſcanty 
line of reaſon, fathom the deep wiſdom 
of the God of Nature? canſt thou ex- 
plore through the vaſt tracks of im- 
menſity, the ways of IE HO VAR, and 
declare, Thus did God for ſuch 2 
= cave.” , 

Thou fool! retire within thyſelf. 
Search the movements. of thy own 
mind; and, being unable to account 
for thy own actions, preſume not to 
judge of the Almighty's. Learn to be 
humble; and reſt aſſured, that the God 
of Power, is alſo the God of Wiſdom 
and Righteauineſs, 
 _ Knoweſt thou not, that the good are 
often puniſhed, and the bad rewarded ? 
knoweſt thou not, that what thou cal- 
eſt the judgments of God for wicked- 

neſs, 
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neſs, are trials of patience? ceaſe then 
thy arrogance, and adore the Supreme 
for all his works, whether he chaſten- 
eth, whether he exalteth, or whether 


he humbleth the ſons of men. 


\ 
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CHAPTER IV. 


| froint PERFIDY and DECEIT, 
HASTE and PROCRASTINATION. 
HONOUR due to PARENTS. 


EIGN not on any occaſion to "A 

' what thou art not. Pretend not. 
at any time to perform things thou haſt © 
neither inclination or power to per- 


—_— 

Deceive not thy friend, or neigh- 
bour. Inſpire him not with high hopes 
of fortune, or preferment, or ſervices 
thou canſt render him, if thou meaneſt 

it not, or it is nt in thy power to 
do it. 
Allure not a woman to her. ruin. 
Pretend not love to deceive her; neither 
- proteſt thou feeleſt paſſions thou art a 


! : -- ftranger to, or wilt perform things thou + 


doſt not intend. ._. 

Think not ſuch doings harmleſs, and 
that it is lawful for thee to ſpeak a par - 
cel of unmeaning words for thy own 
zmuſement; for though it may be ſport 


to thee, it is death 5 her. " 
; "Haſt 
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Haſt thou a wife, a ſiſter, or a niece? | 
think how thou wouldſt reſent a man's 
{peaking to them in ſuch a manner. 
Wouldſt thou not require ſatisfaction 
at their hands? nay, wouldſt thou not 
thirſt after their blood for fo doing ? 
Whenever, therefore, thou art about 
pe forming an action, put thyſelf in 
the place of the perſon thou wouldſt 
injure, and ſee whether thou wouldſt 
like to be ſo ſerved thyſelf. | 
Do nothing in a — Think ſe- 
riouſly, calwly, and deliberately, be- 
fore thou performeſt an action, or thou 
ſhalt, peradventure, repent it. 

But, on the other hand, avoid de- 
lays. Delays are often dangerous, and 
procraſtination is the thief of time. 
While thou ſtandeſt meditating in ſuſ- 
pence, the moments fly away: they _ 
periſh, and thou art accountable for 
them“. What thou doeſt, do quickly, 
but not unadviſedly or fooliſhly; for 
what thou doeſt in too much haſte, 
thou ſhalt ſurely repent of at leiſure. 


— CEE 


Pereunt, et imputantur. 


G Honour 
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Honour thy parents. They gave 
thee birth; they gave thee education; 
they nurſed thy tender years, and 
brought thee to the eſtate of man, 
with much labour, with much care, 
and with much expence. Oh, repay 
then their parental love by filial duty; 
watch their couch, ſoothe their cares, 
and let their hoary heads go down with 
pleaſure to the grave; let the ſun-ſet of 
their lives be gilded with a fair, and a 
ſerene proſpect. 

The ravens tend their young. The 
vultures love their little ones. The 
herceſt pard, or dreadfulleſt tyger, is 
melted into love, and into ſoftneſs, by 
the looks and cries of their offspring: 
— be not thou leſs tender than the pard; 
leſs affectionate than the tyger. 

Deſpiſe no profeſſions of men. Caſt 
no illiberal reflections on the members 


| . of any; but honour the worthy and the 


ood, whether ſeated on a throne or a 


footſtool, whether they adorn a theatre 


or a court of juſtice, a camp or a con- 
vocation, 


Honeſty 
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Honeſty and wiſdom confine them- 
ſelves to no place or party, to no ranks 
or degrees of men. Wherever they 
are found, do thou love and embrace 


them. 


- 
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CHAPTER ; 4 


Congu#?, whether a DE B TO R or 
CREDITOR. Axainſt DU- 
ELLING, and revenging of 
INFURTES. 


OST thou owe money to any 
man? pay him the worth of his 
Jabour; ſtint nor his price, for the la- 
bourer is worthy of his hire; and he 
that defraudeth the poor defraudeth the 
Lord. 

Doſt thou ſee a man of genius or 
learning in diſtreſs? it will redound 
much to thine honobr if thou aſſiſteſt 
him; eſpecially, if thou art a perſon of 


great rank or fortune.—Learned merit 


has a peculiar claim to the patronage of 
the great, and the wealthy. 
In like manner encourage the fine 


arts and the ſciences according to thy 


abilities; for in cheriſhing them, thou 
doeſt honour to thy underſtanding and 
thy humanity. 

But if fortune has been a niggard of 


her favours to thee, do what good thou 
canſt. 
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cant. If thou arr not able to raiſe 
drooping genius, or draw learning and 
judgment from their ſhade of obſcurity; 
thou art, however, able of doing ſome 
good in the world; for there are duties 
adapted to every ſphere of life, and 
every degree of underſtanding. 

Is a man thy debtor, and is unable 
to pay thee? be not rigorous in ex- 
acting thy due. In time, perhaps, he 
may pay thee with intereſt; but if thou 
encloſeſt him in a gaol, thou putteſt it 
out of his power to do it. 

Is a man overtaken with liquor? ad- 
moniſh him not then of his error, for 
thy admonitions will be written on the 
ſand, Be not angry with ſuch an one 
for the fooliſh ſpeeches he may utter; 
for he that talketh to a drunkard, 
talketh to the wind; and he that uſeth 
him ill injureth the abſent, 

Hath a man touched thy honour, as 
thou calleſt it? waſh not the offence 
out with his blood, or by putting thy : 


own life at ſtake; but aſſociate not with 


him for the future, 

Thy adverſary, peradventure, hath 
a wife and children, and many rela- 
LC tions; 


r 


* 
— 
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tions; and thyſelf art a fingle man. 
Doſt thou think thou fighteſt on equal 
terms with ſuch an one? no, ſurely. 
Thou mayeſt kill numbers of people, 
whoſe lives are bound up with his; but 
he can kill thee only. 

If a man giveth thee an offence with- 
out cauſe, he is to blame. But becauſe 


he hath been raſh, muſt thou be mad? 


becauſe he hath loſt his good-manners, 


muſt thou loſe thy underſtanding? be- 


cauſe he hath affronted thee, a man, a 
worm of the earth; muſt thou offend 


the living God? 


* But my character will be Joſt—1 
„ ſhall be deemed a coward— l ſhall 
* be laughed to ſcorn—gentlemen will 
e not keep me company.” 


Man of folly, reflect —is thy cha- 


Neer of a Chriſtian and a wiſe man 


loſt, if thou atteſt up to the rules of 
Chriſtianity and wiſdom ? — ſhalt thou 


be deemed a coward, if thou dareſt to 


act contrary to the ſenſe of infidels and 
fools ?—wilt thou be laughed to ſcorn 
for obeying the precepts of thy God, 
and thy ſaviour ?—can there be any 
real —— man of virtue and 


wiſdom | 5 
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wiſdom I mean by the word—that is 
not a Chriſtian ?—and will not ſuch peo- 
ple honour thee for thy conduct? 

Beſides, conſider, O man, weigh it 
well—for no poſſible offence haſt thou 
a right to take away a life thou canſt 
not give, or expoſe thyſelf to die by 
the ſword of a duelliſt; for if thou 
dieſt, thou art guilty of ſuicide, and 
art a ſelf- murderer | 


5 


— 
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CHAPTER VI. 


Again} FORESTALLING and 
SIFEARING. | 


E not a foreſtaller of cattle, or 
DD any kind of proviſions; for the 
Lord holdeth ſuch a perſon an enemy 
to the community. Neither do thou 
hoard up thy corn in hopes the price 
may be advanced. 

Sacrifice thy private intereſts to the 
public good. Love thy country; be 
obedient to its laws; reverence its ma- 
giſtrates; be ſubmiſſive to thy ſupe- 


riors, and gentle to thy inferiors; ſo 


malt thou be loved of God, and ho- 
noured among men. 

- Haſt thou injured.any man? Make 
him reparation. Haſt thou been guilty 
of ſin? Repent thereof. Haſt thou 
wronged thy neighbour, defrauded 

the widow, or hurt the orphan? Make 
them ample reſtitution; for as the words 


of an hypocrite are of no avail in 


the light of God, ſo repentance _ 
reſti- 
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_ reſtitution, according to thy abilities, 
ſignifieth nothing. 

Moſt men are more affronted to be 
deemed ignorant than wicked; and 
had rather be thought to have corrupt 
hearts than weak heads. Be not thou 
ſo fooliſh. 

In thy temper be eaſy, ſerene, and 
chearful. Immoderate laughter denot- 
eth a fool, and a fixed ſullenneſs be- 
trayeth ill- nature. 

Chearfulneſs is the child of virtue, 
the fair fruit of piety. A good man, 
whoſe heart is tranquil and at eaſe, 
hath a pleaſant countenance : but the 
wicked man carrieth ſcorpions in his 


boſom ; and the guilt of his mind giv- 


eth an ill turn to the features of his 
face. 

Happy is that man, who being of a 
moroſe, or vicious look, giveth the lie 
to his countenance, and like the antient 
ſage, correcteth his natural diſpoſition 
by the dictates of religion and Philo- 
ſophy. 


Judge not, therefore, from appear- 


ances. All is not gold that ſhineth; 
and as a mean box may contain in it a 


rich 


* 
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rich diamond, ſo under a tattered ray- 
ment a good ſoul may reſide. 

' Swear not at all, or thou ſhalt be de- 
tefted by the good and the wiſe, and 
ſhalt be taken before the magiſtrate, 
who ſhall puniſh thee for thy evil 
doings. 

A common fwearer is an infamous 
character, and not leſs vile than a gam- 
bler. Be thou neither; nor be fo 
fooliſh to imitate the well-known pre- 
tender to wit, who denied a Supreme 
Being, and laughed at the notion of a 
future ſtate, yet could not utter three 
words without ſwearing by G——, or 
wiſhing he might go to H—, if what 
he ſaid was not true. 

- Honour the Lord's aide it 
he deſerves it. But flatter no man; 
for it ſhews a baſe ſpirit, and a cow- 
ardly mind, to ſpeak what thou doſt 
3 not think. 

If thou liveſt under a good govern- 
| ment, rejoice at thy ſuperior felicity. 
Where a wiſe and a virtuous king 
reigneth, the laws are excellent, and 
Are put. in oct] religion is honoured; 
| commerce 
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commerce flouriſhes; the arts and ſci- 
ences are cheriſhed; merit 1s called 
from obſcurity; good men are re- 
warded; the bad are puniſhed; vice 
and villainy, however dignified or diſ- 
tinguiſhed, are held in contempt; and 


the people are happy. 


This is the true Economy of 
HUMAN LIFE. 
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